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Youth Diplomatic Academy
A Fresh Start for a Season Packed with Inspiration and
Engagement
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Youth Diplomatic Academy: A Fresh Start for a Season Packed with Inspi-
ration and Engagement

The Youth Diplomatic Academy aims to build a group of responsible young leaders
and diplomats who are aware of their rights and duties and are prepared to engage
effectively with their peers and local decision-makers in developing their communi-
ties. The academy is a part of the "Youth Leads" program, implemented by the
Sharek Youth Forum and the United Nations Population Fund, in partnership with the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates and funded by the European Union.

The academy focuses on several key areas, including the fundamentals of diplomacy
and public service, public speaking, critical thinking, writing, and negotiation, as
well as advanced workshops in public diplomacy, communication, and deci-
sion-making.

The curriculum also includes vital topics such as human rights, sustainable develop-
ment, conflict resolution, and climate change, enabling participants to effectively
and creatively face local and global challenges.

Recently, the Youth Diplomatic Academy completed the second cohort of its train-
ing program, featuring distinctive events and rich discussions with a group of ex-
perts, ambassadors, consuls, and influencers.
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Meeting with Dr. Faresin Agabkian Shaheen,
Palestinian Minister of State for Foreign Affairs

An engaging meeting was held with Dr. Faresin Agabkian Shaheen, Palestinian Minis-
ter of State for Foreign Affairs, marked by an interactive and inspiring atmosphere
where participants engaged in an open dialogue with the minister.

Dr. Agabkian discussed the critical issues facing Palestine and the importance of the
youth's role. She highlighted the significance of diplomacy in strengthening the Pal-
estinian identity and the rights of the Palestinian people.
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Panel Discussion with His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Omar Awadallah

The first session featured an enjoyable discussion with Ambassador Dr. Omar
Awadallah, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Palestinian Affairs at the United
Nations. The ambassador provided a distinctive introduction to the world of diplo-
macy, emphasizing key issues related to Palestine. Dr. Awadallah reviewed the chal-
lenges facing the Palestinian cause on the international level and explained the im-
portance of multilateral diplomacy in promoting the rights of the Palestinian people.
He also discussed the role of UN organizations in supporting the Palestinian cause
and how these platforms can be used to raise global awareness about the challeng-
es facing Palestine.



Lecture by His Excellency
Ambassador Ahmad Soboh:
Practical Experiences from
Palestinian Diplomacy

His Excellency Ambassador Ahmad
Soboh delivered an inspiring lecture
sharing his experiences in several
countries, which added depth to the
participants' experience. Ambassador
Soboh discussed his diplomatic
career, highlighting the challenges
and successes he encountered while
working in various countries. He em-
phasized the importance of building
relationships with other countries and
how to raise awareness of the Palestin-
ian cause in international forums. He
also addressed the strategies he fol-
lowed to tackle political and economic
challenges and the necessity of coop-
eration with international organiza-
tions and local communities.
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Session with Ambassador
Ahmad Al-Rweihi: Palestinian
Ambassador to Iraq
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Session with Ms. Sima Al-Alami,
Team Lead of the Adolescents and Youth Programme
United Nations Population Fund

A special session was held at the .
Youth Village with Ms. Sima Al-Alami,
UNFPA Representative, who present-
ed the UNFPAs vision in supporting
youth and the importance of their =
active participation in decision-mak- |
ing. She discussed the challenges
they face and ways to overcome them, | -
as well as their programs and initia- -
tives aimed at promoting youth rights

and meeting their needs. The session .=~
provided a valuable opportunity for ex-
changing opinions and ideas, reflect-
ing the UNFPA's commitment to sup-
porting youth in their pursuit of posi-
tive change in their communities.
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Educational Tour at the Shrine of Prophet Moses

An educational tour was organized at the Shrine of Prophet Moses, representing a
wonderful opportunity to enhance participants’ cultural and religious knowledge.
The program included guided tours of the historical site, focusing on its religious
and heritage significance, along with cultural and tourism diplomacy led by guide
Bashar Abu Shamsiyeh.
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Experience of Mr. Munir Kleibo in International Organizations
Diplomacy

The experience of Mr. Munir Kleibo, former ILO representative in Palestine, serves
as an inspiring example of diplomacy in the context of international organizations.
Throughout his career, Kleibo contributed to promoting workers' rights and improv-
ing working conditions in Palestine, playing a prominent role in designing and imple-
menting programs aimed at supporting workers and contributing to sustainable de-
velopment. He spoke about the challenges he faced in his work, including complex
political and social issues, and how to negotiate with various parties to achieve the

organization's goals.
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Diplomacy: The Starting Point and the Ending Point with Dr. Sana'a
Toutah

A remarkable session was held with Dr. Sana'a Toutah titled "Diplomacy: The Start-
ing Point and the Ending Point.” Dr. Toutah discussed the concept of diplomacy
from various aspects, emphasizing its vital role in international relations and con-
flict resolution. She reviewed how diplomacy is considered the starting point in
building relations between countries, serving as the primary means for negotiation
and understanding. She also emphasized that diplomacy plays a crucial role in
resolving conflicts and avoiding escalation, making it the optimal endpoint in crisis
management.
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Popular Diplomacy, Youth, and Parties with Ms. Ratiba Al-Natsha

An exciting panel discussion was held with Ms. Ratiba Al-Natsha, a member of the
political bureau of the FIDA party and responsible for international popular diplo-
matic relations. She discussed the importance of youth participation in political life,
indicating that they have the ability to bring about positive change by engaging in
parties and social movements. She also talked about how international relations
influence local issues and the role of youth in building bridges of communication
with other cultures and peoples. The session provided an opportunity to raise
awareness of the importance of party work and popular diplomacy, opening new
horizons for youth to be active in a complex and changing world.



Meeting with

Dr. Hussein Hamayel,

Governor of Jericho and the
Jordan Valley

A meeting was held with Dr. Hussein Ha-
mayel, Governor of Jericho and the
Jordan Valley, and former spokesperson
for the FATA movement, addressing a
range of vital issues related to the area.
Dr. Hamayel discussed the economic
and social challenges facing Jericho
and the Jordan Valley, emphasizing the
importance ofenhancingsustainablede-
velopment and providing job opportuni-
ties for youth. He stressed the impor-
tance of cooperation between civil soci-
ety and the government to achieve na-
tional goals. The session was a valuable
opportunity to exchange ideas and per-
spectives, enhancing participants' un-
derstanding of local issues and how to
collectively face challenges.
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Meeting with Ms. Mona Abu Amara, Palestinian Ambassador to Canada

A distinctive meeting was held with Ms. Mona Abu Amara, Palestinian Ambassador
to Canada, during which she discussed various issues related to Palestinian diplo-
macy and the role of the Palestinian community in Canada. Ambassador Abu Amara
reviewed the challenges facing Palestine on the international stage, emphasizing
the importance of strengthening relations with different countries, especially
Canada. She spoke about her role in raising awareness of the Palestinian cause and
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. She also discussed the importance
of empowering the Palestinian community in Canada and its role in supporting the
Palestinian cause through cultural and awareness activities. The session provided
an opportunity for dialogue and exchange of ideas, as the ambassador answered
attendees' questions, enriching the discussion and providing participants with a
deeper understanding of the role of diplomacy in enhancing Palestinian identity
abroad
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Digital Diplomacy with Adel Sab'aneh

An engaging panel discussion was held on "Digital Diplomacy” with Mr. Adel
Sab'aneh, who explored how the mechanisms of diplomacy have changed in the dig-
ital age, explaining how digital platforms can be used to communicate with audienc-
es and influence global public opinion. He also spoke about the role of digital diplo-
macy in enhancing transparency and popular participation in decision-making. The
discussion addressed the challenges diplomats face in this context, such as the
spread of misinformation and how to combat this phenomenon. He emphasized the
need to develop young people's skills in using digital tools to enhance dialogue and
build strong international relations.
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Food Diplomacy and Cultural Heritage with Bader Zamareh Abu Youssef

A special panel discussion was

held on "Food Diplomacy and

Cultural Heritage,” where

Bader Zamareh Abu Youssef L
presented how food can be a

means to enhance cultural and

diplomatic relations between '&‘.‘
nations. He spoke abouttheim- W

portance of food as part of cul-
turalidentity and how it can be
used as a tool for communica-
tion and building bridges be-
tween different cultures.
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He provided examples from past experiences where food-related events contribut-
ed to fostering mutual understanding and cooperation between countries. The dis-
cussion also covered Palestinian cultural heritage, highlighting traditional dishes
and their role in expressing national identity. He emphasized the importance of pre-
serving food heritage as part of efforts to promote Palestinian culture on the interna-
tional stage.
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Appearance Skills and Etiquette with Bader Zamareh Abu Youssef

A comprehensive workshop was held on "Appearance Skills and Etiquette,” discuss-
ing the importance of these skills in personal and professional life. The session
reviewed the concept of etiquette and how to apply it in various social and formal
situations. It discussed ways to improve communication skills, including body lan-
guage, tone of voice, and expression, helping participants make a positive impres-
sion. The importance of appearance and presentation, how to choose appropriate

clothing, and the rules of conduct in meetings and different events were also ad-
dressed.
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Virtual Tour of the Shrine of Prophet Moses with Engineer Ihab Al-Afandi

A special session was held on the "Virtual Tour of the Shrine of Prophet Moses" with
Eng. lhab Al-Afandi, who presented a detailed overview of how modern technology
can be used to explore historical and religious landmarks. He highlighted the fea-
tures of the virtual tour, explaining how this technology provides an interactive expe-
rience for users, allowing them to learn about the history and features of the shrine
from anywhere in the world. The importance of these tours in enhancing cultural
and religious tourism and attracting visitors to Palestine was emphasized.
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Tourism and Heritage Diplomacy with Mr. Majid Ishaq

An exciting panel discussion was held on "Tourism and Heritage Diplomacy” with
Mr. Majid Ishaqg, General Director of Tourism Services at the Ministry of Tourism.
The session addressed the importance of tourism as a tool for enhancing mutual un-
derstanding and building international relations. Mr. Ishaq reviewed how tourism
diplomacy can contribute to enhancing cultural identity and attracting visitors to

heritage sites, pointing out the role of tourism in supporting the local economy and
improving social conditions.
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Educational Tour at Hisham's Palace

An outstanding educational tour was held at Hisham's Palace, where participants
learned about the rich history of the palace and its architectural and cultural signifi-
cance. The tour provided an opportunity to delve into the distinctive architectural
details of the palace, reflecting the rich Palestinian heritage. During the tour, it was
clarified how historical sites like Hisham's Palace can be used in diplomacy to raise
awareness of Palestinian heritage, contributing to building bridges of communica-
tion with other cultures.
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These events and experiences demonstrate the commitment of the
Youth Diplomatic Academy to developing young leaders and empower-
ing them to be active in their communities, enhancing their understand-

ing of the world around them.
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