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Key Messages

+ The Palestinian Youth Village has been subjected to more than 60
documented attacks since 2018.

+ The attacks were carried out by Israeli settlers, and in many cases oc-
curred in the presence of or with the participation of Israeli military
forces.

+ The attacks have targeted an independent youth civic space dedicat-
ed to empowering Palestinian youth and strengthening community
participation.

» The attacks significantly intensified after October.7th. 2023, within
the broader escalation of settler violence across the West Bank.

» The targeting of the Youth Village represents a direct threat to Pales-

tinian civic space and independent youth initiatives.
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Background

The Palestinian Youth Village was established in 2010 as a community-based initiative aimed
at providing an independent civic space for Palestinian youth to engage in volunteerism, com-
munity work, and dialogue, while also supporting the development of youth-led initiatives.
Over the years, the Village has evolved into a vibrant civic platform, hosting hundreds of cul-
tural, educational, and community activities. It has contributed to empowering thousands of
young women and men from across Palestinian governorates, strengthening their participa-
tion in public life.

However, since 2018, the Village has faced a continuous series of attacks carried out by Israeli
settlers, often in the presence of or under the protection of Israeli military forces. These at-
tacks occur within a broader pattern of violence targeting Palestinian communities and civic
spaces across the West Bank. Their frequency and intensity have increased significantly fol-
lowing October.7th. 2023.
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Patterns of Attacks
More than 60 attacks on the Youth Village have been documented since 2018.

Breakdown of attacks by type:

Type of Attack ianbenotiPoc msted
Property destruction (breaking, vandalism, damage to facilities) 25
Raids and incursions (by settlers and Israeli military forces) 18
Theft (equipment and property stolen from the Village) 13

Disruption or prevention of community activities 3
Detention (administrative staff, participants, journalists) 3
2

Racist and inciting graffiti on Village buildings

Obstruction of access to the Village (installation of a gate on the road) 1
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Timeline of Key Incidents
31 August 2018
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In 2018, the establishment of a settler outpost on Al-Raysan Mountain began, accompa-

hied by the construction of an access road and the prevention of Palestinian farmers from

reaching their lands. During the same period, the first attacks on the Youth Village were re-

corded, including acts of vandalism, theft, and repeated incursions into the site.
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18 August 2025

Settlers and Israeli military forces detained the administrative team of Sharek Youth
Forum inside the Youth Village, in an incident that resulted in the temporary suspension

of activities at the site.
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19 December 2025
Settlers installed an iron gate on the road leading to the Youth Village in an attempt to ob-
struct access and prevent volunteers and visitors from reaching the site.

The gate was later removed by the Palestinian Civil Affairs Authority after follow-up with

the relevant authorities.
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8 January 2026
During a visit by local and international journalists documenting the attacks, settlers—ac-

companied by Israeli forces—raided the site. Those present were detained before the area

was declared a closed military zone for 24 hours.
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29 January 2026

Settlers and Israeli forces raided the site during a visit by a European Union delegation

that had come to observe the situation and the attacks targeting the Village.
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What Does This Mean?

Independent civic spaces are essen-
tial pillars for strengthening commu-
hity participation and youth empow-
erment. Targeting such spaces rep-
resents a direct threat to the ability
of Palestinian civil society to orga-
hize, operate, and mobilize communi-
ties.

The repeated attacks on the Youth
Village reflect a broader pattern of
pressure targeting Palestinian civic
space, raising serious concerns about
the ability of youth and community
initiatives to continue fulfilling their

role.



«ndgall cnigilall jLa\I
17 arghuwlall Gl ays Lagle @gai oill qualylil gai

@l$oV 21a§ nllillig élinall dyighwlall cnill gan
agall alaljill @hii il cnilwi¥l wlgall ggilall
dalga Jaaii «aclgdll ada wungalg JUibML aailsll
= glswll dylas ge dyigildll dplgguall cnlyilpulll JUisMI

| wnle hlanllg amiollw glang aailsliaag ¢utiaall
(B W @bliall clls ¢na Loy dlizall quialill ¢na lsll @lbill
' auyall aanll (na (3)g (4) adinall

_ willg «alwinll dps (nle &yp<iall GlelaicVl glé «atleg

& gl jgriy grihgiwmall Jid ga QUL ga pis< (na Qi
T Us] Jial anlilpell JUSNI Glus Glga &sjLsay
 gmisall glSwll &las na JUisVl dklw alaljill
r gaildll @alssl I.a.ng @aiolw (lang @ailsliaag
. .cnilusidll (lgall

:(lmin ga @ugall datigiléll Gliesjall pa aac nl] GlaljilVl ada ailiwig
43 dalall - 1907 @lal (plal Jilgl -
(@aailsliaag gutiaall glfwll dailasg @alell @lhill glany JUisMl dhlw @jli
53 dalall — 1949 @lal asulpll wyis didlail
anlall Glsliaall praai AT
22 dalall - apwluullg dvisall Ggaall galall cnlgall amell
.wniaall Jasllg dliearll (ugsi ap wna (@Gall Jasa
(1998) glwilll Ggén gc gualaall gliy daaiall @alll glc] -
umyi gl ajami gga glwilll Ggan juj=i Jol ga Jas=ll (na dlclaallg alpall Go a$4y






International Legal Framework

The land on which the Palestinian Youth Village is locat-
ed falls within the occupied Palestinian territory, and is
therefore governed by the provisions of international
humanitarian law, which regulates the obligations of
the occupying power.

Under these rules, the State of Israel, as the occupying
power, bears legal responsibility for protecting the civil-
ian population and their property, ensuring their safety,
and maintaining public order in the occupied territory,
including areas classified as Area B and Area C in the
West Bank.

Accordingly, the repeated attacks on the Youth Vil-
lage—many of which were carried out by settlers in the
presence of or with the participation of Israeli military

forces—constitute a failure to uphold the occupying

power’s obligations to protect civilians and their proper-

These obligations are grounded in several international legal references, includ-
ing:

» Hague Regulations of 1907 — Article 43

Obligates the occupying power to ensure public order and protect civilians and their prop-
erty.

« Fourth Geneva Convention (1949) — Article 53

Prohibits the destruction of private property.

+ International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights — Article 22

Guarantees the right to freedom of association and civic organization.

+ UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (1998)

Affirms the right of individuals and groups to work to promote human rights without

threats or intimidation.
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Calls for Action
To the Palestinian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates

* Include the attacks targeting the Youth Village in files submitted to the UN
Human Rights Council and UN mechanisms.

+ Integrate the issue of targeting Palestinian civic spaces into international diplo-
matic briefings.

+ Follow up on these violations with UN Special Rapporteurs on freedom of as-
sembly and association and on human rights defenders.

» Encourage diplomatic missions to conduct regular field visits to the site.
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Conclusion

The targeting of the Palestinian Youth Village constitutes an attack on Palestinian civic
space itself, which represents a fundamental pillar for strengthening community participa-

tion and empowering youth.
Protecting the Youth Village means protecting the right of Palestinian youth to organize,

engage in community action, and participate in public life.
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